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	GREATER DALLAS RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 
STATE OF THE ASSOCIATION ADDRESS 
Industry Members Join Forces to Contribute to Economy, Generate Sales


	DALLAS (Jan. 6, 2010) - The Greater Dallas Restaurant Association will present its annual GDRA State of the Association Address, hosted by the leading North Texas trade organization's current president Baine Brooks and the GDRA's Board of Directors.   
 
The GDRA State of the Association 2010 event, bringing members of one of the region's major economic generators together to receive an update on work underway by the association on their behalf, will take place Tuesday, January 12, 3 to 5 p.m., at CityPlace Conference Center (2711 N. Haskell, Joe C. Thompson Amphitheater - Ground Floor). 
 
Members and guests are invited to attend and hear perspectives from area restaurant business leaders, including the latest information on local, state and federal issues crucial to the restaurant business. Also presented will be new member benefits and an update on  resources available to members, member events, scholarship initiatives and an introduction of association leadership and education opportunities for members.  
 
"The Greater Dallas Restaurant Association was founded to create networking and strength among its members with frank dialogue and sharing of information as friendly competitors and colleagues," said Jamee Jolly, Executive Director, Greater Dallas Restaurant Association.  "Of course, we all want the industry to succeed as a whole, with quality and good practices at restaurants of all sizes and in all categories. Our annual State of the Association event gives everyone the chance to start the year with good information at all levels, and inspiration to build and provide for businesses and their families."  
 
Nationally, the restaurant industry employs the second largest number of workers, only following the United States Government as number one. In Texas, restaurants will employ more than 800,000 Texans (as of 2009) and the number of restaurant jobs in the state is projected to grow 23.4 percent by the year 2019, resulting in 1.2 million jobs.
 
Members of the news media are welcome to attend the Greater Dallas Restaurant Association event. To attend, please contact Fran Gallagher, Praestar Public Relations at fran@praestarpr.com.  
  
About GDRA
As a local chapter of the Texas Restaurant Association, the Greater Dallas Restaurant Association strives to promote growth of the restaurant industry by providing educational programs, public awareness campaigns, and grass-roots government affairs initiatives. Our association is just over 800 members strong, making it one of the larger trade associations in Dallas. 

We are committed to the long-term health of the industry, and are supported by restaurateurs and suppliers of the restaurant industry. Our focus is to not only provide political support for restaurants, but to raise funds for those who will be the future of our industry, support community events and hospitality industry-related organizations, and market our members. 

For more information, visit www.gdra.org. 
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For more information, contact:

Fran Gallagher
Praestar Public Relations
214-762-6193
fran@praestarpr.com

Jamie Engle
Praestar Public Relations
469-693-6073
jamie_engle@tx.rr.com 


