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TOMATO SALMONELLA FACT SHEET

The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) announced that federal, state and local authorities are investigating a multi-state outbreak of the Saintpaul strain of the Salmonella bacteria. the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is alerting consumers in Texas and New Mexico that a salmonella outbreak appears to be linked to consumption of certain types of raw red tomatoes and products containing raw red tomatoes. 
DSHS has confirmed 21 cases in Texas since mid-April. Cases have been confirmed in Harris, Fort Bend, Dallas, Tarrant, Hays and Cameron counties. No deaths have been reported.

The source of the infected tomatoes has not been identified. DSHS is advising that consumers avoid eating raw Roma, red plum, or round red tomatoes.

Some restaurants are choosing to alter their recipes and remove raw tomatoes from their menus until such time as the source of the infected tomatoes is identified.

Others are working with their suppliers to ensure safe sources of their tomatoes (i.e. grown in their own gardens, purchased from local farmers, purchased on the vine, etc) but are taking extra precautions in washing and preparing raw tomatoes.
The Texas Restaurant Association will work closely with DSHS to keep up to date on this issue as it develops and will keep members informed to insure that they are able to make decisions to protect the health and safety of their customers.

Information on safe handling of produce can be found at www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/prodsafe.html. 

Tomato consumer page can be found at http://www.fda.gov/oc/opacom/hottopics/tomatoes.html 

Updates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention can be found at http://www.cdc.gov/ 

If you have any questions, please contact Wendy Saari at TRA, 800-395-2872 or wsaari@tramail.org.


About GDRA

As a local chapter of the Texas Restaurant Association, The Greater Dallas Restaurant Association strives to promote growth of the restaurant industry by providing educational programs, public awareness campaigns, and grass-roots government affairs initiatives. Our association is just over 1,000 members strong, making it one of the largest trade associations in Dallas. 

We are committed to the long-term health of the industry, and are supported by restaurateurs and suppliers of the restaurant industry. Our focus is to not only provide political support for restaurants, but to raise funds for those who will be the future of our industry, support community events and hospitality industry-related organizations, and market our members. 

For more information, visit www.gdra.org.

