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RESTAURANT INDUSTRY ISSUES LEAD DISCCUSION BETWEEN GREATER DALLAS RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION AND WASHINGTON D.C. REPRESENTATIVES 

Approximately 30 Greater Dallas Restaurant Association members visited the nation's Capitol this past month as part of the NRA Political Affairs Conference and Hill Visits. Members met with elected officials in both the House and Senate in an effort to educate and inform them on the issues facing the restaurant industry. 
Those issues included card-check legislation, rising food costs and nutritional information/menu labeling.

Card-check legislation allows for non-private ballot elections when deciding whether employees want union representation in their workplace. Rising food costs (now at a 27 year high) and food-to-fuel policies are causing unintended consequences and strain on business. The NRA and GDRA also discussed needing more uniformity and protection from frivolous lawsuits when dealing with menu labeling.
“Hill Visits are the opportunity for restaurateurs to not only see how things work in Washington, DC, but also an opportunity for members to educate our elected officials on the restaurant industry and provide them with insight and facts that are important when voting on legislation that impacts the industry,” said GDRA Executive Director Jamee Green. 

“Although many business owners focus more on their day to day businesses than what's going on at the State or National Capitol, the fact is that politics affects everyone who owns or works for a restaurant,” she continued.  “Insurance rates, tax rates, liquor laws, food safety issues, highway regulations, tourism and travel . . . all of these are regulated by local, state and federal representatives in one way or another.” 


GDRA representatives were in Washington D.C. on September 23 and 24th. 

The GDRA represents Dallas-area hospitality interests and works with all of the various agencies within Dallas and surrounding cities to defeat or promote city ordinances that will have an impact on the restaurant industry.  The Texas Restaurant Association is the 24/7 lobbying agent at the State Capitol, continuously working to defeat or promote legislation that will have an impact on the restaurant industry. The restaurant association is an industry watchdog. 


About GDRA

As a local chapter of the Texas Restaurant Association, The Greater Dallas Restaurant Association strives to promote growth of the restaurant industry by providing educational programs, public awareness campaigns, and grass-roots government affairs initiatives. Our association is just over 1,000 members strong, making it one of the largest trade associations in Dallas. 

We are committed to the long-term health of the industry, and are supported by restaurateurs and suppliers of the restaurant industry. Our focus is to not only provide political support for restaurants, but to raise funds for those who will be the future of our industry, support community events and hospitality industry-related organizations, and market our members. 

For more information, visit www.gdra.org.
