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Coming Events 
November 15, 2010 

   Friends Meeting    

 

November 30, 2010 

   Tree of Lights   

 

December-all month 

   Holiday Parties              

The Austin State 

Supported Living 

Center provides 24 

hour/7days a week 

services to over  

375 individuals 

with intellectual 

and developmental  

disabilities.  

     November  2010 

Join Us On November 30th For Tree of Lights Fun!  
 
Come one! Come all!  The Friends of Austin State Supported Living Center invite you to our tree 
lighting ceremony to be held November 30 at 6:00 p.m. It is free and everyone is encouraged to 

attend. 
 

This tradition starts our holiday season with joy and good spirits. We will gather on the Front 

Lawn at 2203 West 35th Street and await the arrival of that ―jolly old elf.‖ While waiting, there 
will be music (presented by Sara Hickman, well known children’s musician, the Austin Chamber 

Music Center and the Austin SSLC Community Choir!), refreshments and activities for the young 
and young at heart.   At the magic moment, our youngest resident will flip the switch and the 

Tree of Lights will be illuminated.  The tree, which will remain lit throughout December, is our 
way of saying ―thank you‖ to our neighbors and friends. 

 

We invite all of our guests to take part in this season of giving by bringing gifts for our residents. 
(See the ―Tree of Suggested Gifts‖ on the back of this newsletter.) Even the smallest donation 

can make an enormous difference to someone living here. For more information, please email us 
at friends@ausslcfriends.org  or call 512-374-6048.  Hope to see you soon!

 
 

                   October Began And Ended With Fun! 
Your contributions help make sure that ―fall means fun‖ at the Austin State   
Supported Living Center.  The month kicked-off with a pep rally and a hay ride 

and ended with a Halloween carnival! 

 
On October 1st, an open-top trailer with side rails was converted into a 

―wagon.‖ Bales of hay were put in the wagon, and a golf cart pulled it around 
campus.   Residents from all units were able to participate. Their smiles and laughter showed 

that this hayride was definitely fun! 

 
In September, Aaron already had found his vampire teeth and began showing 

everyone how he planned to look at the annual Halloween party. The resi-
dents are all screamingly excited about the games, music, costumes and re-

freshments that make this a frighteningly fun event! 

mailto:friends@ausslcfriends.org
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    Note from Laura Murphy, new Director of Community Relations 
 

―I’m so excited about working in the Community Relations Office at the Austin State Supported Living  

Center.‖   I am particularly excited about this opportunity as I do have a passion for helping the population  

of AuSSLC. I was a Best Buddy in college and have a relative who is develop-
mentally challenged. 

  
A little about my background: I went to UT and majored in advertising.  After 

graduation, I realized that I really wanted to work for a non-profit. I have been 

fortunate to work for several wonderful organizations in Austin. I really enjoy 
working with volunteers, board members and donors. 

  
Again, I am elated to be here and look forward to advancing the Friends group 

and the quality of life for the residents of this very special place.   
Please don’t hesitate to call or email me!  I will look forward 

to hearing from you. 
 

Laura Murphy, Community Relations Director 
512-374-6070              laura.murphy@dads.state.tx.us 

Community Relations Staff (L to R) Amanda Boenig, 
Assistant CR Director; Louise Thompson, Admin.  

Assistant;  Laura Murphy, CR Director 

  

You can have fun AND make a  
difference in someone’s life! 

 

Do you enjoy riding a bike, playing bas-
ketball, going for a walk to get a coke? 

 
We need: 

 "Bicycle Buddies" to ride bikes 

around campus with some of the young men; 

 "Basketball Buddies" to play basketball with peo-

ple of all ages; 

 "Campus Buddies" to go for a walk, 

play games – just be a ―buddy‖ to someone. 

 
Do you like to read to others? Can you help 

with basic computer and internet 
work?  

 

We need: 

 Volunteer readers for people either in 

the campus library or at resident homes; 
Computer lab volunteers to help residents with the 

computer and the internet. 

 
To volunteer or for more information, please contact 

Amanda Boeing amanda.boenig@dads.state.tx.us  
374-6160 

Extreme Home Makeovers –  
AuSSLC Style! 

  
This fall, an inspired group of employees performed 
―extreme home makeovers‖ on the Timber Creek unit. 

  

While they did not have help from Ty Pennington and his 
gang at ABC, this crew gave these homes fresh looks by 

rearranging furniture, buying fun art decor and adding 
coats of paint.  Your donations helped make this beautifica-

tion happen. 
          

The Homes on 797 and 796 Park Avenue are already reno-

vated; the women at 501 Forest Circle are very excited be-
cause they know their Home is next! 

  
Speaking of fresh paint, the Wood Hollow and Sunrise  

cottages have been painted with new colors that make 

them look bright and cheerful. Look for them as you enter 
the campus.  

  
Congratulations and thank you to the Austin SSLC home 

makeover and maintenance teams!  

Randalls Food & Pharmacy 
Please visit the customer service counter at any Randalls 

and tell them you would like to link your Randalls Card to 

the ―Austin State School Volunteer Services Council‖  or ask 

to donate to charity  # 3083 in their ―Good Neighbor 

Program.‖    The Friends will receive a donation from  

Randalls every time you shop!     

mailto:amanda.boenig@dads.state.tx.us
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    Austin SSLC Community Choir Has An Outstanding Performance 
  

Chaplain Paul Kraus wrote the following and wanted to share his enthusiasm with our most loyal  
supporters. 
 
Last Thursday we brought home four trophies from the choir competition in San Antonio. We are 

extremely proud of our choir and performers!! They placed in all four categories that we entered them 
in—In Music Expression they placed 1st with the song Hukilau Hula; In Themed Ensemble they placed 

1st again - with the song Car Wash; in Vocal Choir they placed 3rd with the song Wade in the Water; 

and in Rhythm Band they placed 3rd with the song Pearly Shells!  
 

In addition to being proud of our residents and having an overall great time during the festival competitions, staying at 
the hotel, walking on the River Walk and feasting at nearby restaurants, I was very impressed with the 12 staff that 

worked hard to put it all together. An example: when we were getting ready for the final song of the day – ―Car Wash‖, 
one of our staff members actually made a car (out of card board and pipes) and we fastened it over a resident’s wheel 

chair. We rolled her out in full style. I’ll never forget the entire conference room of people standing on their feet clap-

ping to ―Car Wash!‖  
 

Our staff’s team work abilities were impeccable. It became evident of the strong team we had when some of the staff 
from the other centers walked over and congratulated us. They were impressed with the way our staff worked so well 

together on behalf of our residents.  

 
Congratulations to the residents and the staff who did such an outstanding job! And thanks to all of you who have  
donated over the last year.  You helped make this happen.  ~ Editor 

Groups Who Make Us Smile! 

Residents of the Austin State Supported Living Center 

send many thanks to Girls with Guitars and Louie’s 
Homemade Jam for providing fun-filled musical    
entertainment at NEOS during September. Special 

thanks as well to the UT School of Law student 
group for  hosting its annual October Fall Festival; this 

group of volunteers brings wonderful energy to ensure 

this yearly event is a great time for everyone. 

The residents of Castner, Cardinal and the Infirmary ap-
preciate James Hurley, who graciously volunteered his time and 

talent to sing and play guitar for much of the day on September 

28.th 

Last, but not least, a big thank you to the folks at 
Men’s Warehouse locations in Austin, Round Rock 

and Cedar Park for providing donated suits to the 

clothing room.  Our residents will be looking sharp at 
the upcoming Holiday Galas!   

If you belong to a group looking for a service project,              

we are the perfect place!  Please contact Amanda Boeing at 

amanda.boenig@dads.state.tx.us or at 374-6160 for more       

Transportation Needed!  
 

We would love to have          

additional wheelchair friendly 

vans (also called Para transits 
or golf carts so we can trans-

port residents more quickly and efficiently.  If you 
have a gently used vehicle of this type, know some-

one who does, or would like to make a contribution 

toward buying them, please contact Laura Murphy, 
Community Relations Director, at  512-374-6070 or 

Laura.Murphy@dads.state.tx.us  
 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Memorials, Tributes and Holiday        
Alternative Gifts  … please remember the 

Friends of Austin SSLC when thinking about ways to 
remember or honor your friends and loved ones.   

 

    Revising your Will?  You can give a lasting 
contribution to benefit the residents by leaving 

money to the Friends in your will.   

King Florists  
When you order flowers or plants from King Florist 
on Burnet Road, please be sure to mention “Austin 
State Supported Living Center Friends.” They will 
donate 5% of the order to the Friends.  Call King 
Florist at (512) 453-6633. 

mailto:amanda.boenig@dads.state.tx.us
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Tube  
Socks, 

Knit Caps, 
 Men’s Belts 

Rain Ponchos, 
Baseball Caps, 

12 Pack of Soda, 
Costume Jewelry, 

Nail Polish, Lip Gloss,  
  T-Shirts or Sweat Shirts, 
Wallets or Small Purses, 

Music  CDs  or   Cassettes, 
  Bubble  Bath   or    Shower  Gel, 

Hair Accessories (Ribbons, Barrettes) 
Playing Cards, Checkers, or Dominoes, 

Body Spray, Cologne or Scented Lotions,  
 Gift Certificates  for  Fast  Food Restaurants.  

Please wrap  

or place in  

a  gift  bag 

 and identify  

 gift on a tag.  

Please Join Us   
Austin State Supported Living Center 

Tree of Lights Celebration 
 

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 

At 6:00 PM 

 
Music provided by  

Sara Hickman, Official State  

Musician of Texas 2010 

Austin Chamber Music Center 

Austin SSLC Community Choir 
 

We’ll be on the front lawn at 2203 W. 35th,  

SW corner of MoPac and 35th Street 

2203 West 35th Street, #502 

Austin, Texas  78703-1203 

 

The “Tree of Lights” is Big and Bright- 

Deep in the heart of Austin 
 

The Gifts we bring start people to Sing- 

Deep in the heart of Austin 
 

For Santa and Smiles and Smiles and Smiles- 

Deep in the heart of Austin 
 
Come join us soon, we’ll have lots of room- 

Deep in the heart of Austin 

As part of this season of giving admission is free, but small gifts for the residents are always appreciated.   
Please see the wish list above. Even the smallest donation can make an enormous difference. 

Contact information 
Friends of Austin SSLC 
Phone:   512-374-6048 
Web Site:  www.ausslcfriends.org 
Email:  friends@ausslcfriends.org 
Tree of  Lights:  www.treeoflights.org 

Y’all  Come!! 


