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Welcome to our New Businesses!
We are excited to have many new businesses making an investment in
Inside This Issue Giddings. The economy is starting to show some real improvement again.
1 New Members We hope the growth continues. Stop by each of these new businesses

Thank You Notes soon and let them know you appreciate them investing in our community.

2 Member News Tortilleria Socorro - Jeanette Diaz, owner
Mission Statement 661 N. Main, Giddings, Texas, 979-542-0818. Manufacture &
produce corn tortillas made fresh daily. Also serving lunch each
3 Tourism Info weekday.

Calendar of Events Siena Dry Cleaners - Michael & Amy Pryzborski, owners
591 E. Austin, Giddings, Texas, 979-542-4242. Dry cleaners,
4 THE CHAMBER- alterations, tuxedo rentals, same day service when you drop off
A Voice for Business before 9AM.
Lottsa Pizza - Tim Lott, owner
610 W. Austin, Giddings, Texas, 979-705-5285. Pizza & Pasta
Restaurant. Also serving wings, soup, salad and dessert.
KBUK Radio, Inc. - Dan Mueller, owner/mgr. John Haworth, owner.
Terry Frazee, owner. P.O. Box 609, LaGrange, Texas, 979-968-
3173 KVLG AM 1570 and KBUK FM 104.9 Local radio station
playing Real Country and Polka music. Covering a 60 radius mile
listening audience.

THANK YOU NOTES

We couldn’t do it without you!

Thank you Capital One Bank in Giddings for donating our new desks.
Thank you City of Giddings for keeping the digital sign running.
Thank you Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative for providing bottled water.
Thank you It's All Good for hosting our business breakfast.
Thank you H & R Block for sponsoring our business networking lunch.
Thank you to Giddings Times & News for coming to take our ribbon cutting pictures.
Thank you Los Patrones Mexican Grill for providing a meeting place for our Networking Lunches.
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The Chamber is Pro-Business!
We are here to PRO-MOTE your business!

¢ Our office has access to the tools you need to grow your business.
We have access to small business development seminars and information that
can help you learn about social media and how it is changing the way we do
business.

e Also available are classes from the Small Business Development Center
& the SBA.

e Do you have IRS questions? We have lots of information to help you get ready
for the upcoming tax season.

e Stay informed about legislative actions that are coming up at the Local, State
and Federal level.

¢ Getinvolved with Chamber activities so you can build your network of clients
and friends.

We are available to come meet with you to discuss ways our office can meet your

business needs.

Chamber Luncheon - March 19th at Los Patrones from 11:30AM to 1PM. Valuable networking opportunity for
business members. Program speaker is Dale Belmont, owner of Quality Printing. Meal cost is $12 for
members and $15 for non-members. RSVP is requested by March 17th at Noon. Space is limited.

We now accept credit card payments for chamber membership investment, sponsorships, tickets, luncheons,
and advertising. We want to help make your life easier by providing you with great service.

Your membership investment help pay for the day to day overhead of the Chamber. We answer phone calls
regarding local businesses, services, places to eat, shop, visit and work. We are your Welcome Center. We
distribute phone books, business cards(member businesses only), community literature, maps and visitors
guides. We help visitors find your business quickly. Our website and your member profile also help
customers find your business quickly from anywhere in the world. Let us help you find more customers.
Membership has its privileges. Would you like to advertise your business in our newsletter? Call for info.

Check out our website at www.GiddingsTx.com to get up to the minute information and details about upcoming
events and activities happening in Giddings and Lee County. We are your information resource. Email:
giddingscofc@verizon.net Office Phone: 979-542-3455 or Fax: 979-542-7060. www.GiddingsTx.com .

Our Mission
“The mission of the Giddings Area Chamber of Commerce is to create a
progressive business environment, take a leadership role in the community,
be an information resource for members and increase growth of tourism.”

We are proud to be able to deliver the Chamber Newsletter by EMAIL to our members and
partners. This saves paper, postage, landfill space, ink, time for printing and stuffing, and so
much more. We hope you enjoy this technological marvel.


http://www.giddingstx.com/
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TEXAS SNOWBIRDS NESTING LONGER IN 2010

CROWLEY (TexasCampgrounds.com) — There are more travelers wintering in Texas this year than last, and they are staying
longer, according to a survey by TexasCampgrounds.com. Just over half of the “Winter Texans” surveyed plan to spend as
much time wintering here as they did last year, and 35 percent plan to stay longer. According to the survey, 39 percent of Winter
Texans vacation in the Hill Country, and 38 percent set up camp along the Gulf Coast. Only 24 percent said they spend winter in
the Rio Grande Valley, the area Texas Association of Campground Owners previously thought to be the most popular among
winter travelers. The survey also found that 26 percent of respondents planned to stay at one park the entire winter, and 53
percent of Winter Texans also spend time in other states during the season. The majority of respondents, 40 percent, said they
planned to winter in Texas for one to two months. An additional 15 percent planned to stay three to four weeks, while 13 percent
planned to stay three to four months and 25 percent planned to stay six months or longer.

Real Estate Center Online News

February 12, 2010

Copyright 2010. All rights reserved. Material herein is published according to the fair-use doctrine of U.S. copyright laws related to non-profit, educational institutions. Items attributed to
sources other than the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University should not be reprinted without permission of the original source.

2009-2010
Chamber
Board of Directors March 2010 Calendar of Events
Carol Bennett 9th -Giddings Study Club Walk-In Coffee, 10:00AM at Giddings Public Library and
Debbie Schkade Cultural Center
Fay Iselt 11th - Community Blood Drive at Inmanuel Lutheran Church sponsored by New
Gene Parker Horizons Lions Club from 9AM-2PM
SPRING BREAK IS MARCH 13-21

Tricia Kalmbach 14th - Trinity Lutheran Church, Fried Chicken Dinner

&?%Cgrﬁéiie 14th - Benefit for Don Schulz at Giddings Sons of Hermann Hall from 11AM to 2PM,
Buster Ramsey BBQ Meal & trimmings for $8. Live Auction starts at 1PM. Dine in or to go
Marcia Herndon plates.
Lucy Liu 15th - GEDC Meeting at City Hall in the Council Chambers at Noon
Mark Johnson 16th - Chamber Board Meeting at Citizens National Bank at Noon, Chamber Members
Maurice Pitts welcome
Michael Kuhrt 19th - Chamber Luncheon at Los Patrones at 11:30AM. Networking opportunity for
Nancy Gandy business owners. Dale Belmont with Quality Printing will be our speaker.
?ﬁgllnﬁplgavis 20-21st - Hunt Test in Lee County

20th - Relay for Life BBQ at St. John’s Lincoln beginning at 9AM. Beef, pork, chicken,

Vern Surman

Wendy Frazier potato salad, beans and baked goods available.

22nd - Texas Word Wrangler Festival Committee meeting at the Library at Noon

23rd - Walk In Coffee sponsored by Martin Luther Lutheran Church in the Fellowship
Hall.

24th -Lee County Junior Livestock Show begins and goes through the 27th

25th - Brennice’s Chicken & Dumplings for Relay for Life at First Baptist Church from
11Am-1PM, 600 Sunrise Ave. $7 for dumplings, dessert & drink. Tickets
will be sold at the door.

27 - 28th - Retriever Trials in Lee County

30t - Lee County Farmer’s Market registration deadline. $50 registration fee covers
insurance for one year.
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THE CHAMBER - A VOICE FOR BUSINESS
Support Chamber Members, they support our Community...

Do you ever wonder where all your tax money goes? There are many taxes that we pay
each and every day. Payroll tax-if you have a job, sales tax on non-food items purchased,
property taxes, gasoline taxes.. and the 1ist

Where does all that money go? Basically to pay for government services of one kind or

another. The tax you are paying determines which governmental entity receives that

money. On the local level, we pay property tax and sales tax which are used by our city and

county government to pave our streets, fight crime and fires, prepare us for disaster, bring

water to our taps, build and maintain our parks—the list goes on and on. These services

cost money. We expect these services to be well maintained and available at all times. The
only way to guarantee that these services kee
support our local businesses.

Our local businesses collect sales taxes from every dollar spent. This money is sent to the
State comptroller and then a portion is refunded to our community each and every month.
Recently we have seen our sales tax revenues falling because of our challenging economy.
This will affect the amount of money that our city and county have available for services
required and expected by citizens and businesses.

Shopping locally is important to each and every one who lives in Giddings and Lee County
because those sales tax dollars are returned to our community to help pay for infrastructure,
fire & police protection, street maintenance and other city services. By shopping at home
you help your local governmental agencies meet expectations and requirements.

How can we help increase our sales tax revenues? By shopping locally and whenever

possible enlist travelers that pass through Giddings to stop and spend their money.

Highways 290 and 77 average 44,500 to 100,000 vehicles each day. Those travelers or

tourists, as we like to call them, stop in Giddings to buy gasoline, food, beverages, gift items

and many more items on a daily basis. They contribute to our sales tax revenue base but

do not need the everyday services required by homeowners or businesses. We will stop

many of these people who are just passing through by making our town attractive and

friendly. John Q. Public decides who he shops with and where. We must create lots of
opportunities to stop, shop and save in Giddi
daily basis.

Supporting our local businesses by spending our dollars with them helps them to reinvest in
their business & our community. Being a loyal customer and shopping locally allows the
local small business owner to contribute back to the community in many ways; through
support for area fundraisers, events and activities; employing local citizens and contributing
to the economic stability of our town. Small businesses are the backbone of our community.

CHAMBER MEMBERS ONLY-
We have a new member benefit available - Job Posting is now available in your membership
profile area. Contact the Chamber office for your member profile ID and password.
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ColorCraft Coupons - Redeem at Store

Good For

Good For Good For Good For
$5.00 OFF 5% OFF $.20 OFF/ Page |  $100 OFF
Any Printed i  Any Custom | Anylaminating |  Any Stapler
Envelope Order i Carbonless Forms i From Stock
Good For Good For Good For Good For
$1.00/ 1000 10% Discount | 10% Discount |  $1000 OFF
Discount on B&W Copy Job ! On Any i Any Typesetting
Any Folding $1000 or Over | Hole Punching | $5000 or More
Good For Good For : Good For Good For
$100 OFF Any $100 OFF | $300 OFF Any | $500 OFF Any
2010 Calendar Any Custom | Business Card |  Custom Flyer
or Appt. Book Stamp Order | Order Over $25 | Order
e i o e s e i S R A e il e i e e s S i S s i o
Good For GoodFor | GoodFor |  Good For
$500 OFF Any $500 OFF | FREE Collating FREE Stapling
Wedding Invitation i Numbering or i on Any Copy or | on Any Copy or
Order Perforating i  Printing Job Printing Job
.......................................................... | S < S e 5 i TR
Good For Good For § $2.00 OFF
10% OFF $.50 OFF Buy 10 Pens Case of White
Color Copies All Ring Binders Cet 2 Free Letter Copy
Paper
Good For Good For | FREE Typesetting | Good For
10% OFF i 5% Discount | Any letterhead |  FREE Setup
GBC Binding | All Filing Supplies Order i On Any Brochure
T Ve S PNEeRs SRy R T SR LSS Jriiiinn e i s i  PESOSEEP S e
No Charge | Buy2letteror | FREE Holes on $100 OFF
For Colored Ink i Legal Clipboards i Any Printing or Any Custom
With This 5 GCet 1Free i Copy Order Stamp Order

Coupon



