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Our Mission
“The mission of the
Giddings Area Chamber
of Commerce is to create
a progressive business
environment, take a
leadership role in the
community, be an
information resource for
members and increase
growth of tourism.”

giddingscofc@verizon.net 979-542-3455

Signs of Progress
By Denice Harlan

You may not be able to tell from the street but there are
many signs of progress going on in Giddings. The obvious signs are
the new high school and additions to the intermediate school. The
new “Welcome to Giddings” signs are nearing completion at the
four entrances to town. Giddings Economic Development received
grant money from the GO Texan Beautification Grant Program
earlier this year which enabled them to provide funding to
complete the signs. They are a beautiful addition to our
community.

Hidden from sight is the other growth that is going on
around town. Lee County General Store is adding a warehouse so
they can keep more seed and feed in stock for their growing
customer needs. And, finally there is new progress on the Farm
Bureau project. They are building a new building on the corner of
S. Chambers and E. Hempstead behind M.J.’s Washateria. Vern
Surman our Chamber Chairman, and all the Farm Bureau Board
members and staff met at the property on Monday for the ground
breaking. They plan on completing the project by early fall.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
American PortaCan of Texas: Mike and Tony Jackson, owners
799 West Hwy 71, Bastrop, Texas 78602, 866-315-0990
Portable toilet rentals. www.americanportacan.com

Lee County Ducks Unlimited: Non-Profit

143 E. Austin, Giddings, Texas 78942, 979-412-1006, www.ducks.org
Conservation, restoration and management of wetlands and associated habitats
for North American waterfowl. Benefiting wildlife and humans.

Laverne Krumrey: Individual Member
4001 Zoo Lane, Brenham, Texas 77833

Giddings Downtown Restaurant: Fred and Delores Jones, owners
155 W. Austin, Giddings, Texas 78942, 979-542-2201
Homestyle cooking and buffet.

EDI Appraisals, Inc.: Tim Biesert, owner
1301 Bridle Spur Lane, Houston, Texas 77055, 713-906-6116
Appraisals. www.ediappraisals.com



http://www.ducks.org/
http://www.ediappraisals.com/
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Lee County Ar MakeF ar

By Denice Harlan

The Lee County Area Far melr 6s Mar k
without much fanfare. We wanted to get the farmers out there and see what kind

LEE COUNTY of response we would get from the community. Well | can tell you that it was a

GENERAL STORI resounding SUCCESS! The community had been asking for it for a while. We

108 e LA get numerous calls at the office for all manner of businesses and areas of
FAIMSSNMT HERE

interest. We have been working on this project for over a year trying to get the
farmers organized so that we could have a certified farmers market. This means
the organization has insurance and is listed with the Texas Department of
Agriculture.

We are so excited because the community has really supported the
farmers and it gives the local farmer a chance to sell his products locally. The
rules are very clear that the products must be grown locally and we have a
manager that checks on the farms for accuracy. Head down to Lee County
General Store on any Wednesday afternoon or on any Saturday morning for
fresh from the garden vegetables. Lee County General Store also has lots of
great seeds and plants for the weekend gardener and others wanting to get a
garden started. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

While we try to teach our

children all about life, our May Calendar of Events
children teach us what life is Lee County Area Farmers Marletry Wednesday from 3-6PM and Saturday
all about. from 10AM to 1PM.
Angela Schwindt Lee County Fair & Rodeo evénay 14, 15 and 16

Community Blood DriveMay 14t at Immanuel Lutheran Fellowship Hall at 9AM

Lee County Area Team Swimnd&sim Meet at City Pool on May 23 at 9AM
JUNEEVENTS

Dedication of thNational Baseball Hall of Famey®f Negro Leagues

Hilton Lee SmitMemoriaExhibit at Giddings Public Library and Cultura

Center on June ©@t 6:00PM. The public is invited.

| HAVE A LOVE/HATE RELATIONSHIP-with my computer!

Some of you may have heard that my computer crashed last week. Well,

you dondét realize how much of you
have one anymore. | lost all my emails and most of my documents. If you

noticed that you are no longer receiving my daily email blasts and you

would like to keep getting them,ema i | me with a note s
me to your email Ilisto! 1 want to
weekly and monthly happenings in the community. One of my favorite

things that | get to do at work is email you about all the GREAT stuff that

is happening in Giddings. We live in the greatest place in Texas and we

want everyone to know it! With the help of 21st Century technology we

plan on keeping you informed with our emails, twitters and soon our

Facebook page. Let us know what we can do to help.
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Visit

Upcoming Events

+ Couniry Music Manday-Every Tst Monday

= Giddings Food & Wine Fest - Mar 21

= Spring Fing Arts & Crafts & Downiown Shopping
Extravaganza - Apr 25

= Lee County Fair & Rodeo and Chamoal Challenge

~May B-9&1516
= Fury on the Fourth and Giddings Firemen's :
Celebraticn - Juty 8 -
 Billetproaf Texas Car Shaw- July 25-26 More Reasons to visit
= Texas Ward Wrarsgler Festival - September 11 = Antiques & Specialty » Museums & Parks
= Christmas Memy Marketplace Arts & Crafts Show Shaps » Home of Hilton Lee:
- Mavember 22 » 30 Restaurants Smith, Naticnal
- Sumnnﬁe&rmethmhnu&lehmm = Historic Amold Smith Bazeball Hall of

Arrowhead Collection

mgmh%[ www.GlddingsTx.com

Fame Member

Upcoming Events

Couniry Music Monday - Every 1" Monday
Giddings Food & Wine Fest - Mar. 21

Spring Fling Arts & Crafts & Downtown

a Shopping Extravaganza - Apr. 25
Lee County Fair & Rodeo and

Charcoal Challenge - May 89 & 15-16
Fury on the Fourth and Giddings
Firemen’s Celebration - July 4
Billetproof Texas — July 25-26

Reasons to visit

Antiques & Specialty Shops ® 30 Restaurants
Historic Arrowhead Collection ® Museums & Parks
Home of Hilton Lee Smith

GIDDINGS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Historic Schubert-Fletcher Home

Historic Roy Coftage- Lee County Fair & Rodeo Front Gate

Chamber of Commerce Office

www.GiddingsTx.com ¢ 979-542-3455

Historic Lee County Courthouse

UPCOMING EVENTS

¢ Country Music Monday - Every 1st Monday

* Hilton Lee Smith Dedication - June 19

¢ Fury on the 4th PBR Rodeo - July 4

* Giddings Firemen’s Park Celebration - July 4
* Billetproof Texas Car Show - July 25 & 26

MORE REASONS TO VISIT

* Antiques & Specialty Shops
* 30 Restaurants

® Historic Arnold Smith
Arrowhead Collection

* Museums & Parks

B
* Hilton Lee Smith, National Baseball Hall g
of Fame Member Negro Leagues

Adverti sing and Promoting Our Community

Our most important job at the Chamber is to promote your business
and to advertise and promote the events and activities of Giddings.
We have had several businesses ask how we do this. We want to
outline for you the advertising and promotion plan for a week, month
and year. This is important to know because events are categorized
as to WHO we are trying to attract to the event such as adults,
children, senior citizens, bus tours, new businesses, new customers
and people wanting to relocate.

e Weekly events such as Walk-In Coffees, Chicken Spaghetti
Luncheons, etc. are considered local events where the
attendee is coming from within the city limits or surrounding
area and can be reached by email, digital sign and local
signage.

¢ Monthly events such as Country Music Monday or annually
occurring events like the Spring Fling or the Giddings Food &
Wine Fest are advertised with a traveler in mind. Someone
who may come from as far away as Houston or Austin and
farther could decide to spend the night.

e Annual Community Events such asthe July4hF i r e me
Celebration, Fury on the 4t or Santa on the Square are listed
in all the seasonal or annual listings that we keep up such as
the Texas Events Calendar, Smithville Times Visitors Guide,
Chamber website, Spring Bazaars & Festivals insert in the
Houston Chronicle, Austin Monthly Magazine Travelers
Section and the Austin American Statesman Central Texas
Traveler Insert.

The visitors may see our ad in any of the above mentioned

advertising pieces. We hope that the information will drive them

to our website where they can get more detailed information
about the historic places, unique shops, fabulous restaurants,
specialty stores and other local businesses. While they are at the
website looking around we hope they find out about all the
interesting things we have going on in Giddings.

Everything we do at the Chamber is geared toward attracting

customers near and

encour age | o c ard suppart thei Z

local economy.

our

far t g
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GIDDINGS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber Member Address

*NOTICE DATE CHANGE BECAUSE OFJ®alRber LuncheaMay 22nd

We will host a once monthly Chamber Luncheon for members. These luncheons are designed to be networking opportunities for
members while creating and fostering the fellowship aspect of belonging to a membership organization. Your greatest asset in
business is your relationship with your customers or potential customers you may encounter at Chamber luncheons, Ribbon
Cuttings, Open Houses and After Hours Mixers. Call to reserve your seat. We will meet at Los Patrones Mexican Grill from
11:30 to 1:00pm.

THANK YOU TO OUBRNCHEOSPONSORSIuebonnet ElectrendCapitalOne.

Community Blood Drive& May 1% from9:00 A.M until:@0 P.M. at Immanuel Lutheran Fellowship Hall. Bring ID and
eat before you givesponsored by the Giddings New Horizons Lions Club.

Thank you to our Board of Directors! They work hard behind the scenes to help promote your btiieess. L
know what you like and where we can imprave are all in this togethdr!

We are now able to accept credit card payments for chamber membership dues, sponsorships, tivketsiagd a

We want todlp make your life easier by providing you with great service.

We will add this information to all billing that is generated from our office. We will also soon be able to automatic drafts
for your convenience.

Check out our website at www.GiddingsTx.com to get up to the minute information and details about upcoming events and
activities happening in Giddings and Lee County. We are your information resource. Email: giddingscofc@verizon.net Office
Phone: 979-542-3455 or Fax: 979-542-7060.

GOD BLESS OUR VETERANS & TROOPS!




