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Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club –Players/Parents Code of Conduct
Introduction

The Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club is a premier organization that is concerned with the future development of our club and the maturation of our players.  This Code of Conduct is implemented to define our responsibilities to Westwood High School, Round Rock ISD, and to each other, as well as to ensure the safety and well being of the players, coaches, parents/guardians, fellow students, and officials. Each player and his parent/guardian is responsible for understanding, signing, and abiding by this code in order to participate in good standing with this organization.
Players, coaches, spectators and parents/guardians are to conduct themselves in a manner that “Honors the Game” and demonstrates respect to other players, coaches, officials and spectators. In becoming a member of the lacrosse community an individual assumes certain obligations and responsibilities to the game of lacrosse and its participants.
· Sportsmanship and teaching the concepts of fair play are essential to the game and must be taught and developed both at home and on the field during practices and games.

· The emphasis on winning should never be placed above the value of good sportsmanship, the concepts of fair play, or the skills of the game.

· Derogatory comments are unacceptable. Use positive reinforcement with players and adults alike.
· The safety and welfare of the players are of primary importance.

· Adults involved with the game must never permit anyone to openly or maliciously criticize badger, harass, or threaten an official.

· Knowledge of the Rules of Lacrosse must be respected and adhered to by all who participate in the game of lacrosse, both in the letter and the spirit of the game. Attempts to manipulate rules in an effort to take unfair advantage of an opponent, or to teach deliberate unsportsmanlike conduct, is considered unacceptable conduct.

Definitions: Activity Season, Event, Event Period
The Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club “activity season” is defined as beginning on the day of the first club meeting in August or September until the last club activity in May.  An “event” includes any club-initiated practice, game, or trip. “Events” include any activity where a player is representing the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club, including but not limited to the Fish Bowl, banquet, Homecoming float, summer league Westwood team, or a coach-called practice at a non-RRISD facility. The “event period” will be defined as one hour before, during, and one hour after the “event”.  
No Pass, No Play

Westwood Lacrosse adheres to the RRISD and Westwood High School No Pass, No Play policy.  Although Westwood Lacrosse is not governed by University Interscholastic League (UIL) rules, the club follows the specifics of the UIL and Westwood High School policies regarding eligibility to participate in extracurricular activities. Accordingly, the school sponsor at Westwood High School notifies the club when players are ineligible to participate based on academic performance; at this point, standard UIL and Westwood High School policies take effect regarding eligibility to participate in games; no additional action is necessary from and no additional action will be taken by the club, aside from adhering exactly to the direction of Westwood High School. While Westwood High School notifies the club of academic ineligibility, players and parents/guardians are also responsible for separately notifying the club’s Head Coach if a player becomes ineligible to participate in games based on academic performance.  For detailed information, please contact the Lacrosse sponsor at Westwood High School
Prescribed Drugs
All long-term drugs taken by a player for ongoing health reasons must be specified on the “Pre-participation Physical Form” and do not require further written validation.  If any other prescribed drugs are required for specific health reasons, a note must be submitted to the player’s respective coach, signed by a parent/guardian listed on the club registration, and must contain information about the type of drug being used, the reason it is being used, the amount to be used, the expected duration of use, any side effects that can be expected, and emergency contact information should problems arise. Outside of prescribed drugs, it is illegal and against Westwood High School and club rules to use alcohol or controlled drugs of any kind.
Personal Conduct

A player who plays for the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club must conduct himself on and off the field with the highest regard for himself and others.  He must respect coaches, teammates, classmates, teachers, club members, officials, opponents, and must adhere to the Westwood High School Code of Conduct. Any violation will result in penalties outlined in this document.  Each violation will be handled on an individual basis, depending on the severity and impact to the team and club.

Westwood High School Standing
In order to be involved with Westwood Lacrosse, a player must be a student in good standing at Westwood High School. As a result, violations of the Westwood High School Code of Conduct which result in a player’s suspension or assignment to a DAEP/JJAEP terminates the player’s involvement with Westwood Lacrosse for the duration of the suspension or the DAEP/JJAEP assignment. This termination extends to all Westwood Lacrosse events: practices, games, trips, and activities. A violation of the Westwood High School Code of Conduct which results in a player’s expulsion terminates the player’s involvement with Westwood Lacrosse for the remainder of the academic year and forfeiture of all dues paid to that point. The player will not be responsible for any pending dues.

Violations and Penalties

Participation in Westwood Lacrosse is a privilege granted to players by the club and may be withdrawn at any time if a player is found to be in violation of the established standards of this Code of Conduct. The consequences of violating this Code of Conduct for players involved in Westwood Lacrosse will be imposed in accordance with the guidelines listed in the Table below.
Table:  Violations and Penalties


Violation A – During any Lacrosse event or trip in which he represents Westwood Lacrosse, a player is involved in the use of, possession of, or under the influence of, a controlled or illegal substance; or is in violation of personal conduct expectations.

Penalty A – The player will be suspended from participation in all team activities for one (1) calendar year and forfeiture of all dues paid to that point. The player will not be responsible for any pending dues.
A second offense in subsequent years will result in permanent removal from the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club for the remainder of his high school career and forfeiture of all dues paid to that point. The player will not be responsible for any pending dues.

Violation B – At a RRISD school function or on RRISD school premises (or within 300 feet ) or on the property of another school at a District in Texas, a player is involved in the use of, possession of, or under the influence of, a controlled or illegal substance; or is in violation of personal conduct expectations.

Penalty B – The player will be suspended from participation in all team activities (including, but not limited to, practice and competition) for six (6) weeks.  Suspension will begin immediately for sports in season and will carry over to the next half of the season until the six-week suspension from competition and practice has been fulfilled.  A fall “week” will be defined as two (2) practices; a spring “week” will be defined as five (5) practices.  The six week period disciplinary action will carry over from fall season to spring season and year to year until the player has missed six weeks of competition and practice.

A second offense in subsequent years will result in suspension from the team for one (1) calendar year and forfeiture of all dues paid to that point. The player will not be responsible for any pending dues.
A third offense will result in permanent removal from the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club for the remainder of his high school career and forfeiture of all dues paid to that point. The player will not be responsible for any pending dues.

Violation C – At times other than what is defined in Violation A and Violation B, a player is involved in the use of, possession of, or under the influence of, illegal or controlled substances; or is in violation of personal conduct expectations.
Penalty C –The Westwood Lacrosse Board, the Head Coach, and the player’s parents/guardians will meet to discuss the incident and any disciplinary actions currently being imposed by parties outside of the Westwood Lacrosse Club. The Board, the Head Coach, and the parents/guardians will work together to determine the best course of action by the club, including any additional penalty.  The decision can include Penalties A and B as described above, depending on the impact to the team and the frequency of occurrence.  Multiple offenses of like or unlike violations may result in penalties as defined in Penalty A and Penalty B.
Process C – If an allegation of a player’s misconduct under Violation C is brought to the attention of the Board or a coach, the allegations will be investigated by a Review Panel composed of each member of the Board, the Head Coach, and the player’s parents/guardians. Unsubstantiated evidence (“hearsay”) cannot be considered by the Review Panel, and thus the player and his parents/guardians will be presented with the allegation and asked to confirm or deny it. 

Appeals Process
A player may appeal a suspension of eligibility within five (5) school days of the receipt, in writing, of the notification of offense and penalty from the Board.  The appeal must be in writing and must be delivered to any member of the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club Board (other than a member with direct ties to the player involved).  The appeal must declare the desire to exercise the player’s right to appeal and must include all information about the offense and the reasons for the appeal.

The Westwood Lacrosse Board will then assemble an Appeals Panel to hear the appeal at a special meeting.  The judgment of the Appeals Panel will be final.  There will be no second appeals allowed.

The Appeals Panel shall consist of:

· Each voting member of the Board (7*)
· Two coaches (the Head Coach, plus either a varsity coach for varsity players, or the JV coach for JV players)

* Any Board member who is a parent/guardian of the appealing player will not be allowed to vote in the appeals meeting; in this case, the coach with the most direct contact with the player also will not be allowed to vote in the Appeals Panel meeting in order to preserve an odd number of voting Appeals Panel members.

The date, time, and location of the meeting will be agreed upon by all the members of the Appeals Panel, as well as the player and the player’s parents/guardians.  A speedy resolution is desired.  Attendance by the player’s parents/guardians is mandatory.

The format of the Appeals Panel meeting will be as follows:

· The player will present his case to the Appeals Panel.

· Open comments and questions are allowed by each party attending the review.  These comments will be limited to three (3) minutes per speaker.

· The Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club President will serve as chairperson of the Appeals Panel, and voting shall be by written ballot.

· The decision of the Appeals Panel shall be final and will be forwarded to the player and parent/guardian within three (3) school days of the Appeals Panel meeting.

Player Agreement to Adhere to Code of Conduct

As a player for the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club and as a student of Westwood High School, I agree to adhere to this Code of Conduct to ensure a safe and respectful environment.
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Parent’s Code of Conduct

As a member of the Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club, I agree to insure to the best of my ability that my son adheres to the Player’s Code of Conduct. In addition, I agree to personally adhere to the following Parent’s Code of Conduct:

· I will not use foul language.

· I will not ridicule or criticize the referee, coaches or other players.

· I will not argue with fans from opposing teams. 

· I understand that participation in athletic activities often includes intense competition and poses the potential for serious, catastrophic, or life-threatening injury.  I understand that there are inherent risks and hazards associated with athletic participation and that injuries can occur under direct supervision and with use of proper safety equipment. 
· I understand that parents/guardians should not attempt to address coaches immediately after games or practices. Coaches have many post game/practice responsibilities, including supervision of players; the post game/practice period is often emotionally charged, and not conducive to productive discussion.  If I feel a need to communicate a concern, I will contact the coach and/or Board to arrange a later meeting with the coach and my player in attendance.
· I understand the conduct expected of me as a parent/guardian of a Westwood Lacrosse Parents Club player. My failure to conduct myself in accordance with this code of conduct may result in my removal from that game, a penalty against the team, and even forfeiture of the game, per Texas State High School Lacrosse League rules.

I understand and agree that the refund policy of the Club applies to players who decide to leave the team voluntarily for any reason including academic ineligibility, as well as to players who are suspended from the team under violations of the Code of Conduct:
· if the voluntary decision to leave the team, or the involuntary suspension from the team occurs prior to January 5th, $200 of my dues will be retained by the Club;

· if the voluntary decision to leave the team, or the involuntary suspension from the team, occurs after January 5th but prior to February 1st, $400 of my dues will be retained by the Club;

· if the voluntary decision to leave the team, or the involuntary suspension from the team, occurs after February 1st  but prior to March 1st, $600 of my dues will be retained by the Club;

· if the voluntary decision to leave the team, or the involuntary suspension from the team, occurs after March 1st, $600 of my dues will be retained by the Club if my volunteer requirements have been met; if my volunteer requirements have not been met, $800 of my dues will be retained by the Club.
Parent/Guardian Agreement to Adhere to Code of Conduct








Parent/Guardian Printed Name  										








Signature  				       			   	    Date Signed 			
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Signature  				       			      Date Signed 			








