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Giddings Economic Development Corporation





The City of Giddings welcomes an opportunity to respond to prospective new business enterprises. The enclosed information provides an overview of demographic and logistical facts as well as community information for the Giddings area. Information more specific to the individual needs of a business may be requested from our Giddings Economic Development Corporation office.

Giddings is located in central Texas, between the metropolitan areas of Houston and Austin. Two major state highways intersect the city. U.S. Highway 77, which connects the Dallas area to the Gulf Coast, and U.S. Highway 290, which is the main connection between Houston and Austin. Daily traffic count averages 55,000.

As the county seat of Lee County, Giddings provides all the benefits of a small country community, while also having easy access to all of the major population centers in the state. The German-Wendish ancestry of the local citizens builds good moral values and commitment to the community. The combination of these characteristics and the central location on the major transportation routes, produce a perfect blend of good business opportunity and “small town appeal” with quality family living.

The City of Giddings has a population of 5,500, while the County’s population is 16,500. Positive growth is reflected throughout the last decade. The area has an average unemployment rate of 4.0% with a work force of approximately 7,350 individuals from age 18. Lee County draws an adequate labor force from a 60mile radius. The attitudes and customs of the citizens stimulate a characteristic loyalty and pride in their work.

The area is blessed with varying resources in agriculture, industry, and tourism. Agricultural products include peanuts, hay and grain crops. There are also large numbers of ranching and livestock operations. Local industry products include: concrete, feed, furniture, horticulture, fiberglass, vinyl, Teflon, boats, food and specialty products. Mineral resources of oil and gas remain abundant throughout the County.

Giddings Economic Development Corporation:

Giddings is an “Economic Development Sales Tax” city that provides a funding source to the Giddings Economic Development Corporation for job retention and creation projects. Financing option information is available through the GEDC office for local as well as state programs that may be accessed by the GEDC in behalf of appropriate projects. The Giddings Economic Development Corporation was created to aggressively pursue efforts to create, retain, and expand job opportunities in the Giddings area. Various projects have been completed with regard to infrastructure needs to assist in the development of new or expanded business. Ongoing educational opportunities are provided along with continuing information for the local business community to better position them for continued success.
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COUNTY: LEE


STATE: TEXAS

PREPARED BY: GIDDINGS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

LOCATION






POPULATION
Distance in miles from:






City 

County










2005      5,541

16,500

Austin
            50
Houston
             97


2003
5,000

16,000

Amarillo          449
Dallas               296


1995
4,093

12,854

Brownsville     296
Chicago
          1,036


1990
4,072        
12,854

El Paso            575
Los Angeles    1,303


1980
3,950

10,952

San Antonio    128
New York       1,570


1970
2,738
                8,084


Sq. Miles In City:  5.1                                                                                Sq. Miles In County:  637

GOVERNMENT
Type of Government:

 Council –Manager

Police Department Personnel Full Time:
19

Patrol Vehicles:



10

Fire Department Volunteers:


25

Pieces of Equipment:



  8

Fire Insurance Key Rate:


  5

Volunteer Fire Departments Within County
  6

Planning Commission



Yes

Zoning Regulations



Yes

Economic Development Corporation

 Yes



 

Local Tax:

Retail Sales

City:
1.50%
 
County: 0.50%
       State: 6.25%

Aggregate: 8.25%

Real Property

Rate/$100


Lee County

0.5272



City of Giddings
0.4092



Giddings I.S.D.
1.6162



Economic Development Sales Tax
Yes

Business Incentive Programs

Yes

City Aggregate Appraised Value:
$224,894,947

City Annual Tax Collections:

$       804,813

General Obligation Debt:

$    2,131,940

Revenue Bond Debt:


$    5,252,185

Bond Rating Value:


Baa

Local Insurance Key Rate: 5

COMMUNITY FEATURES:
Financial

Banks:



5                      Combined Assets:

$289,000,000

Health Care:

Clinics:


3

Doctors


4 (PA)

Dentists


3

Nursing Centers

3 (278 beds)

St. Mark’s Medical Center
New 65 Bed Hospital (12 minutes south on hwy 77) 

Home Health Agencies
20+

Recreation
Restaurants


28

Hotels / Motels

  5  -242 total rooms (+conference rooms & suites)

Conference Facilities

  7  (15,700 sq. ft. -largest)

Firemen’s Park
            50 acres (RV park, pavilions, rodeo arena, rec.areas)

Country Club


  1 

Golf Course


  1 (9 hole)

Parks


              4

Swimming Pools

  1

Tennis Courts

              1

Ball Fields

              5


Fishing


  Yes (within 20 minute drive - three State Parks & lakes)

Community Chorale
              Yes

Bowling Alley


  Yes

Worship

Protestant


  9

Catholic


  2

Tourism

Lee County Fair & Rodeo

  Historic St. Paul Church
Dime Box Museum

Lee County Heritage Center

  Lexington Log Cabins
Antique Carousel

Texas Wendish Heritage Museum
  Peanut Mill


LehmBerg Winery


Historic Lee County Courthouse          Presidential Corridor        
Texas Brazos Trail                First Presbyterian Church 1800’s         Austin’s First Colony           Antique Days

Grave of Outlaw Bill Longley              Country Music Monday       Firemen’s Park                     

CLIMATE:

Annual  
Average Temperature
   67



Annual Avg. Precipitation: 35.88” 

Mo. Avg. High Temperature July:      96



Snowfall: 0”

Mo. Avg. Low Temperature January: 38



Elevation: 465ft

ECONOMIC RESOURCES:
Agricultural

Livestock, Peanuts, Hay, Grain & Horticulture Crops

Mineral

Oil & Gas

Manufacturing

Furniture, Feed, Boats, Fiberglass, Teflon, Concrete & Specialty

COMMUNICATIONS:

Newspapers:


The Giddings Times & News

Cable TV Channels 

61

REAL ESTATE:

Average Rental Rate 


          $350 (two bedroom apartment)

Low income Housing



Yes

Single Family Residential

          $45,000 (avg. appraised value)

New Residential Construction Permits

2003





16

2005                                                                21





New Commercial Construction Permits

2003                                                                10

2005





11

New Construction Valuation                            4,406,244 
EDUCATION:

Annual High School Graduates:
             139


District 18AAA

Total Enrollment In School District             1,825 (k – 12)

Student Per Teacher Ratio: Elementary
13:1

Student Per Teacher Ratio: Secondary
20:1


Public School Budget: 

$14,000.000

Average SAT Score:



22.1

Number of Private & Parochial Schools
   3

Giddings Library & Cultural Center


Number of Volumes:



27,000

Education Programs:



Yes

Technological Programs:


Yes

Colleges & Universities:                                 Concordia University @ Austin

Austin Community College


Blinn College At Brenham

Blinn Jr. College @ Schulenburg

Houston Community College

Prairie View A&M University

St. Edwards University

Texas State University


Southwestern University

Texas A&M University


Texas Lutheran University

Texas State Technical College

Texas Southern University

University of Houston



University of Texas at Austin

LABOR ANALYSIS:

Radius of Labor Drawing Area:
60 miles

County Civilian Labor Force:

6,863

Estimated Unemployment Rate:
4.0%

Wage Rates:



Average

Drill or Punch Press


   $8.00

Forklift Operator


   $6.50

Machinist



   $10.00

Production Assembler


   $5.50

Secretary



   $6.00

Shipping



   $7.50

Tool & Die Maker


   $8.00

Welder




   $8.00

Average Per Capita Income

$19,442

UTILITIES:

Electric Provider:

City of Giddings





Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Wholesaler:


LCRA

County Water


Lee County Water Supply Coporation

City Water:


City of Giddings

Source:


Groundwater

Storage Capacity:

1.2MG

Maximum Gallons Per Day:
 4MGD

Peak Load Maximum:

2.2MGD

Basic Rate per 1000 Gal
14.90 Residential





19.60 Commercial

Sewage Treatment:

City of Giddings

Treatment Type:

Primary & Secondary

Treatment Capacity:

1.7MGD

Basic Rate Per 1000 Gal.
12.75 Residential





17.00 Commercial

Solid Waste Disposal:

Contracted

Natural Gas Provider:

Centerpoint – Entex

Telephone Provider:

Verizon

Digital Switching;

Yes

ISDN:



Yes

Local Internet Provider:
Yes

TRANSPORTATION:

Federal Highways:  U.S.-290, U.S.-77  

State Highways:      TX – 21, FM – 141, 448 & 2440

Proximity to Interstate Hwy: 

 40 miles

Proximity to Commercial Airport:
50 miles

Proximity to Private Airport:

2 miles

Proximity to Deepwater Port:

100 miles

Proximity to Mexico Border:

300 miles

Freight Carriers:


Motor Freight Carriers:


4

Parcel Service Providers:


2

Rail Service Providers:


1 – Union Pacific

Piggyback Service & Switching Providers:
1 – Union Pacific

Overnight service:
UPS, Federal Express

Highway Bus Service:  Kerrville Bus Company

Interstate Carrier: UPS

Intrastate Carrier: Central Freight

Transit Time For Carload/truckload lots to:

City 


Motor Freight/days

Railroad/days

Atlanta



4



6


Chicago


4



6


Denver



3



6


Kansas City 


3



4


Los Angeles


4



7

New York


5


          10

Phoenix


4



4


San Jose


5


            9

Seattle



5


          10


St. Louis


3


            5





Building & Site Locations:
The Giddings area has an available inventory of commercial buildings and sites for development and acquisition. Buildings are available throughout the area offering a wide range of sizes and specifications. Cost for a  “build to suit” will average $75 per sq ft. Existing space is available for lease for manufacturing as well as office & retail locations. Office and operations lease space is available @ .65 per sq. ft. for “ready to occupy” and @ .30 per sq. ft. for “finish out” locations.

Close proximity to major interstate (from downtown Giddings):
State Highways 290 & 77– intersect downtown

State Highway 71 – 20 miles 

Interstate 10 – 40 miles 

Interstate 35 – 48 miles

Private & Commercial Airport Distance:
Giddings / Lee County Airport – 2 miles west of Giddings. Features a 4,000 foot x 75 foot lighted asphalt runway with instrument landing system, T-Hangers, Open Hangers, tie-down spaces, FBO management, fuel card system, maintenance and rental car available. Facility is accessible by corporate aircraft.

Robert Mueller airport (Austin) – 48 miles. Freight carrier service only.

Austin Bergstrom International Airport – 48 miles. Served by American, Delta, United, Southwest, Northwest, TWA, USAir, and Conquest.

Workforce & Training Assistance:
Abundant non-union labor is available within a 60mile radius. Training assistance is available through an apprenticeship program at Giddings High School. Training programs are customized by Blinn Junior College in Brenham (25 miles east of Giddings) or at the local high school campus in Giddings. In addition to local initiatives, skills training programs are available on the state level through cooperative programs of Blinn College and the Texas Workforce Commission.

Support Services:
The Giddings area is fortunate in that a variety of necessary types of services for successful day-to-day business operations are readily accessible on a 24hour basis.

These services include construction, welding, fabrication, machining, alternative fuels, recycling center, transportation, and hauling. Additionally, infrastructure for services for technology & communications are in place.  A vast local supply of human services are also easily accessed.

For additional assistance please contact Giddings Economic Development Corporation

979-540-2721   jmbise@giddings.net         www.giddingsedc.com         www.giddings.net

