
 

ETIAS and ETA Application and basic information with links below 

Many countries have a "six-month" rule for passports of foreign visitors, meaning they may deny you entry if your 

passport is set to expire within six months or less of your arrival date. Note that this six-month rule applies regardless of 

your planned return to the United States. 

 

In essence, the rule is meant to consider situations where your return may be delayed due to medical issues, 

emergencies, or other unexpected changes in circumstances that may keep you in the country past your passport's 

expiration date. Countries that require at least six months of passport validity for entry include: China-Egypt-India-Israel-

Jordan-Kuwait-Malaysia-Saudi Arabia-Singapore-Thailand-The United Arab-Emirates-Turkey-and Vietnam. 

If your passport is set to expire this year, it's a good idea to get it renewed before leaving the country, just in case. If 

necessary, you can pay for an expedited passport application if your trip is imminent. 

New security technology allows streamlined security authorization programs like the ETA and ETIAS, which can help 

better coordinate large numbers of foreign visitors while maintaining essential security measures. 

At the same time, all of these new entry requirements going into effect around the same time create several new things 

you're going to have to be aware of if you want to travel internationally this year. Checking a specific country's entry 

requirements for American citizens weeks ahead of time can be a pain. But it is much less of a pain than waiting until you 

arrive at another country's customs and border protection to find out you failed to meet the requirements for entry. 

Electronic programs like the ETA (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta) and 

ETIAS mean that European destinations are largely moving away from the traditional physical stamp on your passport 

pages. These links are subject to change but do hold information and link to apply on line. 

However, many countries do still use a physical stamp instead of a high-tech electronic authorization system. For these 

countries, the number of blank pages on your passport is quite important. Some countries may deny you entry even with 

a valid passport if you don't have enough blank pages remaining. Tip: Travelers younger than 18 or older than 70 may get 

an exemption from the seven-euro application fee. To apply for a European ETIAS, you will need a valid, machine-

readable passport and access to a computer or mobile device. The application costs seven euros, or around $7.29, and 

can take up to 96 hours to process. Once your ETIAS application (https://etias.com/etias-application)  has been approved, 

you will be able to travel to relevant European countries for up to 90 days within the ETIAS's three-year validity window. 

In general, a good rule of thumb is to always have at least two blank passport pages before traveling. If you've run out of 

blank pages, you may need to apply for a new passport. The good news is that you do have the option of requesting a 

new passport with extra pages if you are planning on traveling to several different destinations. 

https://etias.com/etias-application  

https://apply-for-an-eta.homeoffice.gov.uk/apply/electronic-travel-authorisation 
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