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June 4-14, 2015 - Emporia State University President’s Tour - IRISH CASTLES, 
LANDSCAPES, & FLAVORS - President Michael Shonrock 
 
Enjoy an incredible journey through Ireland’s bustling cities and lush countryside. Begin in 

Dublin with an overnight and guided sightseeing experience that includes O’Connell Street, St. 

Patrick’s Cathedral, and Trinity College. Heading west, stop in Kildare at the Irish National Stud, 

then north to Longford’s Strokestown House for a tour of the mansion and an insight into the 

Great Irish Famine of the 1840s. Then, travel to the pilgrimage village of Knock. Drive along the beautiful coastline, 

visiting Kylemore Abbey and a marble workshop. The two night stay in the port city of Galway features an included 

excursion to the Aran Islands, famous for their linguistic and cultural heritage, and a genuine Irish farm experience. Also 

on the agenda: the breathtaking Cliffs of Moher, King John’s castle in Limerick, and Foynes Flying Boat museum, where 

you can explore the only Boeing B314 “Clipper” full-size replica in the world. Enjoy a spectacular 100-mile panoramic 

drive around the Ring of Kerry, and then a horse-drawn jaunting cart ride in Killarney. Blarney, the House of Waterford 

Crystal, and St. Kevin’s Centre of Irish Christianity at Glendalough are the final highlights before you return to Dublin for 

your last overnight on the Emerald Isle!  Interspersed throughout – at just the right locations  - experience special 

included “Presidential Bonuses” highlighted in  the following daily itinerary.  

October 15-22, 2016 - Emporia State University - LEAVES, LIGHTHOUSES & 

LOBSTERS, Maine in the fall - the name says it all! - Professor 

Emeritus Don Miller and wife Linda 

You’ll stay for a whole week at the famous Bar Harbor Inn, situated near downtown Bar Harbor, 

Maine, New England’s most enchanting island resort. Your private balcony oceanfront 

accommodations will literally be within a few feet of the water’s edge. Quaint tree-lined streets, 

a village square, inviting shops, and many fabulous restaurants are within easy walking distance. The famous “Shore 

Path”, upon which the likes of the Vanderbilt’s, Rockefeller’s and their contemporaries strolled, fronts the shore line of 

the Bar Harbor Inn. Our limited-sized group will be privately chauffeured in a luxury motor coach on daily outings over 

both the back roads of the state’s interior and along the ocean-hugging highways and surf-pounding waves of Maine’s 

rugged and lighthouse-dotted coastline. Each evening we will return to the comforts of our Bar Harbor Inn 

accommodations and the Inn’s warm fireplace. Sequence of events and included sightseeing may be altered to provide 

the most optimal experiences possible. 

June 19-July 2, 2017 - Emporia State University - SPAIN, PORTUGAL & 

MOROCCO - President Allison Garrett 

This fantastic Spain, Portugal, and Morocco tour concentrates on the southern part of the 

Iberian Peninsula. On this vacation, there is ample time for in-depth sightseeing, and you’ll visit 

many of the area’s historic sights, including the Alcazar in Seville, founded in the 11th century 

as a Moorish fortress, and the Alhambra Complex in Granada.  Visit the Sanctuary of Our Lady 

of the Rosary in Fatima, where pilgrims from all over the world visit; Jeronimos Monastery in 

Lisbon, built to thank the Virgin Mary for Portugal’s success in its voyages around the world; the 13th-century cathedral 

and the Church of Santo Tomé in Toledo, which has one of El Greco’s most famous paintings; and more.  Members of 

this special departure will enjoy an included outstanding “PRESIDENTIAL BONUS” - an excursion to the Rock of 

Gibraltar, adding a true travel achievement to your travel accomplishments.   Ferry crossings over the Strait of Gibraltar 



to Morocco afford spectacular views. A special overnight in Tangier gives you a nice taste of Morocco, where special 

experiences have been arranged to help Morocco come to life. You’ll enjoy a panoramic drive to Cap Spartel, where 

you’ll admire the splendid views and drink a glass of hot mint tea Bedouin-style, along with local biscuits. You’ll also 

enjoy a lively Moroccan show. Plus a visit to the colorful Grand Socco square, a busy market with many stalls.  

August 27 - September 10, 2017 - THE HOLY LAND “plus” JORDAN -  Fr. 

Don Bedore, Prince of Peace Catholic Church - Great Bend, KS 

On this faith-based tour, you will travel to some of Christianity's most important sites in Israel 

and spend time in Jordan -with overnights in Tel Aviv, the Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem, Amman, 

Petra, and the Dead Sea. In Jerusalem, you will visit the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus 

prayed the night before his arrest; the Upper Room, site of the Last Supper; the House of 

Caiaphas, where Jesus was kept the night after his arrest; and more. You will walk Jesus’ last 

path along the Via Dolorosa and visit the most celebrated Christian church, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, erected 

on the site of the crucifixion. There will be time spent in the Sea of Galilee area, where much of Jesus' ministry occurred 

and where he walked on water. You will cruise on the Sea of Galilee and visit Mount of Beatitudes, where Jesus 

delivered his Sermon on the Mount; and visit the village of Cana, where Jesus changed water into wine, and Nazareth, 

the cradle of Christianity.  But, that’s not all…in the picturesque village of Ein Karem, you will visit the Church of St. John 

the Baptist, gathering spot of early Christians. Together, we will visit the ancient, fortified city of Megiddo, one of the 

world's most important biblical sites, and Masada, where a cable car to the top to see the well-preserved fortress will be 

experienced.  Four-wheeling through sand dunes in Jordan will be a thrill; and visiting Petra, one of the New 7 Wonders 

of the World®, where you will walk down the Siq, a narrow gorge with spectacular colors flanked on either side by high 

cliffs. Here, you will also see the iconic and famed Treasury and sip tea in a Bedouin tent.  Floating in the buoyant Dead 

Sea will also be experienced. 

March 17-23, 2018 - WASHINGTON WEEK!  Featuring the beauty and 

grandeur of our Nation’s Capital in the Spring - Tyler Curtis and wife 

Melanie 

Although it is entirely up to the discretion of Mother Nature as to whether the trees will be in full 

bloom, Cherry Blossom Time has been selected to further maximize the experiences we will 

share of the man made and natural wonders, and all the other exciting adventures, that await.  

This is going to be a “City Classic” travel experience, meaning, among other things, that we will be staying the entire 

time at just one hotel that has been selected for its outstanding location and quality. From this prime location we will be 

able to conveniently experience the Mall with all of its historic structures, monuments and museums; as well as the other 

monuments, memorials and significant structures that are located throughout the city.  In addition to the city itself, 

extensive learning experiences will also be present as we daily explore nearby significant locations like George 

Washington’s Mount Vernon in Virginia, Arlington National Cemetery and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier across the 

Potomac River, and much more. 
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